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who had offered themselves as defenders of the Order. The
news that the council had been convoked for Monday,
May nth, reached the Templars only on the previous day.
It spread quickly round the prisons, and de Boulogne, de
Pruino, de Chambonnet, and de Sartiges immediately
demanded to be heard by the commissioners. The commis-
sion did not normally sit on Sunday, but the request was
granted and the four representatives made their protest before
a special session of the court. "The Pope", said de Boulogne,
" has set up this commission to investigate the Order of the
Temple, and all Templars who wish to defend the Order have
been invited to appear before you. Many of the brethren
have offered themselves as defenders. We are now advised,
however, that the Archbishop of Sens has summoned his
council for to-morrow to take action against those Templars
who have offered to appear for the defence. This can only
be for the purpose of preventing them from being heard in
defence of the Order ". The Archbishop of Narbonne and
the Bishop of Trent, two members of the commission most
closely associated with the French court, thought it politic to
retire from the tribunal at this stage on the excuse of urgent
business—the Archbishop found that he had to celebrate mass.
The other members of the commission, after consultation,
replied to de Boulogne that they had no authority over the
Archbishop of Sens, but were willing to hear the protest
which the Templars had drawn up. De Boulogne then read
a long statement: " We are told that the Archbishop and his
suffragans have decided to re-open proceedings against the
Templars. As, however, we have been accepted as defenders
of the Order before this commission, we claim that, until the
commission has completed its enquiry, the Archbishop of
Sens is not entitled to proceed against individual Templars.
We claim that we are under the protection of this commission,
and we ask that the Archbishop should be restrained. His
action is irregular and unfair, and will make it impossible for

